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The minimisation of waste at source is largely outside the scope of planning control.

It relies on action by individuals, district councils (as refuse collection authorities)

and other agencies. Nevertheless, it is something which the County Council is

auively encouraging.

The Structure Plan states:

WDl Facilities will be provided and proposals encowraged zabicb inoease recycling

of materials, limit waste generation, or prooide enoironmentally acceptable
ahernatives to landfill. On landfill sites tbe Cowncil zuill encourage schemes to

wse landfill gas energy sources.

In 1991 the County Council adopted the target of recycling 50%" of all Oxfordshire
household waste by 1999 - double the target set by the Government in 'This

Common lnheritance''.

The SERPLAN guidance suggests that each county in the South East should be

self-sufficient in dealing with its own waste, other than that requiring specialised

facilities of a regional or a sub-regional nature. It also suggests that each county

should make an appropriate contribution to meeting regional needs which arise

from London and some counties in the region being unable to deal with all of their

own waste. The County Council accepts both of these points and considers that all

those wastes produced within the county, including special, hazardous and

prohibited wastes, should be disposed of within the county except where a facility

exists outside the county to which it is appropriate that particular categories of

waste should be transported for treatment.

This Commmon lnheritance - Britoin's Environmentol Strotegy, Department of the
Environment, September 1 990.

County Council recycling and woste reception centre ot Redbridge

Oxfordsbire Minerals and Waste Local Plan



Vl The County Council considers that Oxfordshire should be self-sufficient in

dealing witii its own waste, other than that requiring specialised provision

of a sub-..gional or regional ^ature, and will seek to ensure that the

necessary facilities are available to achieve this.

'V2 
Provision will be made to accept waste from London and other parts of

the South East for tfeatment and/or disposal within Oxfordshire,

provided that the treatment or disposal is consistent with regional'
-Structure 

and local plan policies. Proposals for the treatment or disposal

of waste from London requiring road transport for the principal

component of its iourney will not be permitted.

Thc County Council wishcs to encourage further re-use and recycling of waste' It

thereforc welcomes proposals for developmcnt which cnable this, provided that the

development is consistcnt with its other planning policies. f)evelopment in opcn

countryside or rhc Green Belt wil l not normally be acceptable but may be

per-itted in the counrryside wherc the criteria of policy w4 are met, and in

adclition in the Green Belt policy EN5 of the Structure Plan and the guidance of

PPG21 wil l be adhered to. \7here redevclopment or change of use is proposed o{ a

site in the countryside on which there is an existing authorised permancnt industrial

or similar use, th; objection to the development for waste recycling or re-use in the

countryside wil l be lcssened, but the redevelopment should be of no greater impact

thcn the existing use. 'Where such sitcs exist in thc Green Bclt it wil l bc necessary

to meet the policies of PPG2, Structure and local plans'

The Structure Plan states:

ENL There will be a Green Belt around. the built up area of Axford', approximately

4-6 miles wide, zuhere deoelopment zpill be seoerely restricted. Tbe purposes

of tbe Green Belt are to:

t .

2.

protect the special cbaracter of Oxford and its landscape setting;

checle the growtb of oxford and preaent ribbon deaelopment and wrban

sprau.,l; and

preoent the coalescence of settlements.

Deaelopment in the Green Beh will generally only be permitted for

agricwfture, forestry, and recreation. Residential in filling or otber approprtate

irrrlop*rnt in settlements in tbe Green Belt may be Permitted prouided it

d.or, ,ot conflict ttith tbe pLLrposes of tbe Green Belt or its open and rwral

character. Some settlements within the Green Belt Toill not be cortered by

Green Belt policies in ord'er to allow limited expansion'

Care ri,ill be tahen to ensure that the aiswal amenities of tbe Green Beh are

not injured by deaelopment witbin, or conspicwows from, ,the 
Green Beb

rtbicb, ahbough not prejudicial to its main purpose, might be inappropriate

by reason of siting, materials or design.

PP62 Creen Belts, Deportment of the Environment, lanuary 1995'
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3.14 This is the basis on which the Secretary of State granted planning permission for the
waste reception and recycling centreat Redbridge on the southern edge of Oxford.
Similar considerations apply to the County Council's proposals for a waste reception
and recycling centre at Langford Lane, Kidlington (see Inset Map 6).

3.15 V3 Proposals for re-use/recycling will normally be permitted provided that:

3 .16 ' \U t r4

3.17 \tr5

(a) the site is close to the source of the waste and/or the market for the
re-used/recycled material;

(b) the site is well related to appropriate parts of the transport network,
and located where the number and length of motorised iourneys is
likely to be minimised;

(c) the proposal will not cause dnacceptable nuisance in terms of noise,
dust, fumes, smell, visual intrusion or traffic;

(d) the proposal will not pose an unacceptable risk to the water environmentl

(.) the proposal does not conflict with Structure and Local Plan policies.

Proposals for re-use/recycling and ancillary processes will not normally be
permitted in the open countryside unless:

(") there is an established overriding need and there is no other suitable
site available and/or,

(b) the development is to form part of a mineral extraction/landfill site
and will be removed on completion of extraction/landfill.

In all cases waste treatment plant, buildings, machinery and stockpiles
must be properly screened from the surrounding landscape. Such screening
- by landscaping or other means - should be in place before any waste
stockpiling or treatment begins.

3.18 V6 The County Council will seek to develop a waste reception centre on the
north side of Oxford in a manner which encourages recycling of household
and minor trade wastes. Subiect to there being no more acceptable site on
the north of Oxford, and subiect to the detail of the development meeting
policy \fl3(c) and V5, a waste reception centre will be developed at Langford Lane.

3.19 During the period of this Local Plan it is unlikely that there will be significant
energy production from waste, partly because of the relatively small scale of most
landfil l  sites and their location away from major centres of population.
Nonetheless, methane from some landfill sites is now being used to produce energy
and, for example, electricity is being generated by the use of waste gas from the
sewage works at Sandford-on-Thames. There may also be some scope for
electricity generation by burning waste as a fuel.

Oxfordsbire Minerals and.Waste Local Plan 1996



The County Council encourages such developments. Insofar as they may need
planning permission they will be assessed against existing Structure and Local Plan
policies.

There is unlikely to be a large increase in waste disposal by incineration in

Oxfordshire in the short term because (a) there is not sufficient concentration of
population to justify the considerable investment needed and (b) there are at
present enough landfill sites available.

In recent years an average of some 1,194,000 tonnes per annum of waste has been
generated in Oxfordshire.

Figure 5 - Average waste generated in Oxfordshire 199l-1,995 by waste
type (thousand tonnes).

Waste type 1 Ap, s0-Mar91
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3.20

3.21

Type A

Type B

Type C

TOTAL

529

364

234

r , t 2 7

Apr 92 Mar 93

628

304

787

t,t19

No of years 199t-2006

inclusive

x 1 1

x 1 1

x  1 1

x  1 1

Apr 94-Mar 95 Annwal
a'ueTdge

760 639

324 331

252 224

1,336 7,194

Total rtaste generated

7,029

3,641

2,464

13,134

Figure 6 indicates how much waste might be generated in Oxfordshire over the Plan
period if generation continued at the average rate shown in Figure 5:

Figure 6 - Averase waste generated in Oxfordshire projected to 2006
(thousand tonnes)

,X/aste type

Type A

Type B

Type C

TOTAL

Average rate

639

331,

1.,1.94

The bulk of the waste generated in Figure 5 was landfilled within Oxfordshire.
Figure 7 indicates that on average some 1,391,000 tonnes of waste was landfilled in
Oxfordshire each year. This includes waste imported from London primarily by
rail.

Type A - primorily inert eg brick, subsoil
Type B - primarily industrial/commerciol eg plostic, metol, poper
Type C - primorily household, includes oll putrescible materiol

Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 1996



a)
h'\

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
a
o
o
o
o
o
a
o
o
o
o
a
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Figure 7 -

Waste type

Type A

Type B

Type C

TOTAL

\Maste type

Type A

Type B

Type C

TOTAL

Apr 90-Mar 91

532

386

443

1,361

Average
landfill
disposals

6 1 0

346

+ J f

1,391

Apr 92-Mar 93

6 1 8

J U J

41.6

1 ,337

Apr 94-Mar 95

6 8 1

348

446

1,475

Annual average

6 1 0

346

435

7,391.

Converted Total void.
to cubic (rncm)
nl.etres

+ 1.5 4.473

+ 0.8 4.758

+  0 .8  5 .981

75.212

Average landfill disposals including imported waste
199 l-1995 (thousand tonnes)

The average annual landfill of 1,391,000 tonnes includes an average import of

253,000 tonnes of mainly type C waste from London each year.

Figure 8 shows that the void that would be needed to landfill waste at previous

average rates over the Plan period would be 15.212 million cubic metres.

Figure 8 - Void needed to landfill waste in Oxfordshire up to 2006 at
previous average rates

No of years
199t-2006
inclwsioe

x  1 1

x  1 1

x  1 1

x  1 1

Total landfll
(thousand

tonnes)

6,710

3,806

4,785

15,301

3.23 SERPLAN has published Advice on Planning for \flaste Reduction and Disposal in

the South East 1994-2005 (12 years) (SERPLAN report RPC 2700). To take

account of the need to reduce reliance on landfill. SERPLAN has assumed that

minimisation of waste at source, re-use and recycling will lead to a 25%" reduction

in the amount of waste requiring disposal from 2000. The advice from SERPLAN

is that Oxfordshire needs to make provision for:

a) Oxfordshire waste
b) contribution to regional needs

11.41
0.94

9.75
6.38

1,2.35 mcm

The void space in Oxfordshire identified in the 1993 South East \faste Regulation

Advisory Committe (SE\flRAC) waste survey is:

with consents
sites in the Deposit Draft Local Plan

16.13 mcm

However, the 1993 SE\(RAC figures are already out of date because of recent

waste disposal and restoration proposals, and the deletion from the Deposit Plan

of sand and gravel sites which would have been restored using waste.

Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 1996



Fieure 9 indicates the most up-to-date situation as at October

Figure 9 - Sites permitted for waste disposal, agreed or allocated in the

Local Plan. October 1995

Sites with planning permission

Sites awaiting completion of legal agreements

Sutton Courtenay
Sutton Wick
Dix Pit
Stanton Harcourt
Glympton

Void
(mcm)

13.89

4.50
0.25
1.00
0.04
0.36

6 . 1 5

Site allocated in the Minerals & Waste Local Plan

Sutton Wick

(a)

(b)

20.54
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(c)

Total void potentially available for landfill during the
Plan period

( a ) + ( b ) + ( c )

Figure 10 shows the location of sites with planning permission and those awaiting

lcgal agreements. The site allocated in this Plan for waste disposal is shown on

Inset Map 2.

3.24 The SERPLAN report points out that Oxfordshire should seek to make provision

for 1,2.35 mcm of waste between 1994 and 2005. If waste disposal by landfil l

continues at present average levels, then some 15.212 mcm of void space would be

needed during the Plan period. Present planning permissions, sites agreed in

principle subject ro rhe completion of legal agreements, and sites allocated in this

Local Plan, provide void space amounting to some 20.54 mcm. In simple terms

rherefore, there is sufficient void space available in Oxfordshire during the Plan

period to enable the Council to meet the aims of Local Plan policies V1 and W2.

The County Council will continue to monitor supply of void space against waste

which is likely to be landfilled. In the event that localised shortfalls do occur,

and/or thcre is a mismatch between thc type of waste which needs to be disposed

of, and the suitability of pcrmitted or identified void space to take that waste, new

proposals wil l be asscssed against policy V7.

Oxford.sbire Minerals and. Waste Local Plan 1996
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Figure 10 - Location of sites for disposal of waste
by landfill in Oxfordshire

IWith planning permission

V Resolved ro be permitted
subiect to completion of
legal agreements.

Bosed on 1995 SEWRAC Survey updated and corrected to October 1995.
Some sites with planning permission may not be licensed.
Licences ond/or plonning permissions may restrict the range of wqstes thot cqn be
disposed of.
Plonning permissions for less than 100,000 cubic metres of void are not shown.

Nofes (q)
(b)
(c)

(d)

Alkerton

A
BANBURYO

A
Premier
Finmere

A
Haul Waste
Ardley

/\ Selectface
l-\ Enstone

/\ Greenways
AChadlington A

V

BICESTERO
SmithsGrvmpton 

afii8,Te!",,

McKenna
New Wintles FarmA

Q wrrnev Ail[fl","o,"
Greenwavs

controlled nec. A Dix Pit 
'  

i
Stanton Harcourl\7 l\ |' v  I

.Qoxrono

*.{

Grundon

l\Ewelme

A
Greenways
Oakley Wood

Anruui-ngg curris A L
shellrnglord sutton wickv a

creenwayff
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3.25 
'$/7 

To control the release and location of landfill sites in such a way as to ensure

that satisfactory restoration is progressively achieved with the least
possible harm to the environment. Proposals will therefore be assessed
against the following criteria:

a) there is a definite need for the facilities which cannot be met by
existing or permitted landfill sites;

b) there should be no material damage or disturbance to the
environment or to the amenities of residential and other sensitive uses

or buildings, both during and after operation, by reason of noise,
dust, vermin, smell, gas and other pollution, or long-term damage to

the visual amenities;

c) the proposed filling should not raise or impede the floodplain of rivers
and streams or create risk of pollution of surface or underground

water courses;

d) the proposal wil l cause no material damage to any feature of
importance within a Site of Special Scientific Interest or other site of
nature conservation importance which cannot be protected by
measures incorporated within the proposal;

the proposal will cause no material damage to an ancient monument
or archaeologically important area requiring permanent preservation;

the proposal will not adversely atfect an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty or of High Landscape Value;

in the case of proposals in the Green Belt the development should not
injure the visual amenities of the Green Belt or conflict with its
purposes because of inappropriate siting, scale or design;
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e)

8)

h) the proposed access to the
waste to it, are suitable for
may be expected;

site, and transport routes for carrying
the volume and nature of traffic which

i)

k)

the site and the methods of operation proposed are capable of
progressive restoration and completion within an acceptable period
having regard to the particular circumstances in each case;

proposals for sites must meet with the hydrological and geological

requirements for safe disposal of the particular waste concernedl

where waste disposal might damage the visual amenities of an area

during the period of operation, the site will be screened by earth
mounding, tree planting or other techniques appropriate to the area.

Oxfordsbire Minerak and Waste Local Plan 1996
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3.26 The Structure Plan contains the following policies to control the disposal of waste

by landfill:

wD3 Tbere will be a strong preswmption against r,ttaste disposal by landfill

except into old mineral worbings and otlter artificial depressions. Disposal

on agricwltural land will not normally be permitted wnless it can be

demonstrated that it is necessary to improoe tbe agricwhural qwality of the

land, and. there will be no otber conflicts with the criteria set out in'WD21 .

In order to avoid. transport of large oolwmes of waste on pwblic roads,

planningpermission may be granted for tbe disposal of excartated material

from major road bwilding scbemes close to tbe road, prooided it does not

cawse serious local enoironmental problems. Priority will be gizten to

proposdls to fill borrow pits excavated to prooide materials for tbe rowte,

and otherwise proposals showld comply witb the criteria set out in WD2.

Swcb disposal will only be permitted for specific projects and z.uhere there

is no eqwally acceptable site already permitted or allocated for landfill or

otber means of disposal and wbere tbe material cannot be better used in

the landscaping of tbe new road. Swch disposal u:ill not be regarded as

setting a precedent for fwrther waste disposttl Proposals.

wD4

3.27 The policies in this Local Plan on protecting the environment and on individual

areas, give further guidance on the detailed implications of landfill.

Structure PIan policy WD2 is now policy W7 of this PIan.

CIoy cell in preparotion for waste disposol ot Dix Pit

Oxfordsbire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 1995


