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Key Objectives

“The Publication Version Local Pan states that the development should take inio account the design
and layout of nearby strategic housing sies; deliver an exemplar, sustainable and mixed use urban
extension; create a sustainable communty that s itegrated with Didcol, Great Western Park and
the Miton Park Enterprise Zone; contribute o balanced employment and housing growth n Science.
Vale; contrbute towards infrasinicure i the Science Vale Area Straegy as sel out in the
Oxfordshie Local Transport Plan.

‘The development has been concelved where possible taking nto account the design and layout of
nearby siratogi sits, particulary Greal Westen Park and North West Valley Park (abel that we.
are not aware of any planning application having been submited for the later). It will provide a
significant network of ‘green’ and ‘blue’ corndors for pedestians, cyclsts and Joggers thal wil Ik
directly nto Great Western Park and North West Valley Park, utising existng foolpaths publc rights
of way and cyce routes. The main local centre islocated at a key junction with the primary east-west
ansport route which Inks the site into Great Westem Park to the east and future North West Valley
Park development;this route wil provide opportunites for high requency diect bus routes.

‘Sports pich provision is Incorporated ino the southern par of the site that couid be combined with
pich provision within Great Westem Park (subject to an amendment to the layout of that
evelopment, which the developer has agreed to in principle) to provide a larger area of provision;
‘sports piches wil also be localed Wi the norther part of the sie, fogether wih a separate area
‘contaning aloments withn he triangular parcel of and, that would be within ciose of immediate
proimity to North West Valley Park.

“The development wil Inciude sufficient primary school provison to accommodate pupls generated
by the development. Discussions with OCC are conuing on this issue, and in partcuar whelher
the need for a ffthform of entry on the sit s a lemporary or permanent one. AL the present tme, we.
are showing one two-form and one three-form entry. Tis later school could have a permanent two.
‘and temporary third-form of entry. This is subject to futher discussion. In etermining the final
‘quantum and locaton of school provision during the determination of this appiicaton, it wil be
necessary 1o take Ino accoun thelikely need primary school provision at North West Valley Park so
that provision can be planied comprehensively across the entie Valley Pk site.

The development is conceived s a sustainable and mixed use urban extension, hat il provide an
environmentaly sensiive, incusive and accessible scheme.

Key sustainabilty measures that form part o th projectinclude: sustainable access Inkages into the
estabiished road, cycle and pedesiran nework; provison of public open space areas, incuding a
range of green Infrastructure, sports facillies. and_connections 1o footway and cycleway
Infrasiructure; proviion of flood miigation measures n the form of an ntegrated drainage sivategy,
tking nto account clmate change; retenton of the existing hedgerows, streams and areas of ree
planting where possibe; addtional areas of native planting proposed logether wih the creation of
new areas of habiat

“The development will provide a mix of housing sizes and tenure, and employment opportunites (both
during construction stages and operation associated wit the function ofocal facites and services),
that wil contribute towards future growth and employment within the Science Vale.
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‘The development wil heip to faciltate the implementation of new infrastucture identfied in the
‘Science Vale Area Sirategy, as akso requied by Core Policy 17 contained in the Publication Version
Local Plan. Wihin the application sie, the development will provide potental inkages and coridors
to accommodate the A4130 dualing and Science Bridge routng, the Harwell Link Road as well as
enabling improvements o the bus network. A fisancial contibution will be agreed with the Councls.
10 help delver tis, to migate against the mpac of the proposed development. As a consequence,
the development wil also comply with Core Policy 7.

Urban Design Principles

The accompanying Design and Access Statement. summarises the extensive design process and
‘consideratons hat have been taken nlo accoun i developing the lustative masterplan and
design principles, and demonsirates the commitment of the Applicants to delver a sustainable new
‘communly which wil ntegrale well with the town, employment areas and the counryside. It
summaries key design principles that have informed the development i refation to: access and
‘movement principles; character and context; delivering a sustainable development; responding to
landscape; and delivering housing tha responds 1o local needs. For example, i relation Lo the first
of these, the development wil provide safe, convenient and direct connections through the creation
of aleghble development siructure and streets are designed as places and layout o development fo
encourage low traffc speeds; i reation 10 the second, block ffontages wil provde for actve.
rontages and key spaces and routes wil be defined by nteresting and varied bult form; for the thir,
the masterplan makes effcient use of existing established landscape and physical st features, a
ereable block struciure which explots Solar opportunies where possible and consideration of
‘communty facilties located to create natural nodes of actity. In terms of landscaping, a green
Infrasiructure network wil be created around estabished trees and hedgerows to define the site's
dges and create connections; a mix of housing wil delver a range of szes and types o reflectocal
needs.

The development addresses ke urban design principles lsted in the draft Ste Development
Tempiate for Valley Park. As menlioned previously, the development has been conceived where
possible taking into account both North West Valey Park and Great Western Park, particularly in
torms of proviing east-west taffciansport oues and the location of facites. The Design and
Access Statement considers the distincive character areas witin the sie. A Galeway’ Character
Area wil provide the main access 1o the i, with buldings being artanged (o create a sense of
arval a High Street Character Area s a higher density mixed use area and the focus of the se; a
“Norther Residential Neighbourhood'is a medium densty urban area making up the majoriy of the
norther hlfofth site; a ‘Souther Residential Neighbourhood is a low densiy area making up the
majory of the southen part of the ste. These can be broken Up Into smaller characler areas at a
later stage i the process as the development progresses towards reserved matters applicatios, It
makes clear tha the dovelopment seeks 1o provide an appropriate edge along the A4130, partly
through the inclusion of a green coridor and opportuniy for new ree pianting to create a ‘boulevard'
andscaped approach to Didcot.

The gateway feature to the A4130 and the main intemal sirategic routes provide an opportuniy n
the Valley Park development proposal for the highest development densities 1o make the best use of
possible bus stop locations.
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s suggested by OCC an assessment yeor of 2024 has been adopled. The growth
rates for growthing fhe background faffic 1o 2024 are provide in Appendix B and
summarsed in Table 1 below.

Table 1 Tempro Growh Rales

1.12640401
214 112327945

Committed Developments
It i understood that there are o number of comitied developments n fhe area and

a0 o number of allocated stes, parficulaly for resdential development, in the local

0CC s highway authority have undertaken sirategic fraffic modeling of the area fo
understand fhe cumulative impacs of all the planned developments. This exercise.
has igentified the need for strategic highway improvements 1o accommodate the
fraffic increases ossociated with ol fhe developments. These stiategic. highway
improvements include fhe Science Bidge and Link Roa.

A number of these sirategic highway improvements are being delivered via pooled
developer contibufions. This approach means fht fhere will be an element of ‘pain’

the operation of the highway that will need fo be accepted. This s because fraffic
flows ffom the development wil come on line before the improvements can be
delivered as the requied contributions are figgered and collected fiom the various
developments.

A o strategic brownfield redevelopment site that is provicing o mied use
development the redevelopment of the Didcot A site is @ clear prority. The site s also
deiivering, as part of the access sirafegy for the site, a significant element of fhe.
sirategic highway improvements. part of the science bridge ik road.

The end conclusions of the highway impact of the various developmens n fhe area s
known thiough the work completed by OCC. However, os part of the impact
assessment work for the Didcot A redevelopment proposals it is important 1o
understond fhe impiications 0s the various development come forward. This
assessment should not fake info account fhe full complefion of fhe various
developments, as ihis wil not happen in fhe build out programme of Didcot A, but
should consider slements of these development coming forword.

Given the varying types, locations and status of the various developments in the area
i has been agreed with OCC fhat fhe easiest and simplest way fo consider the
‘changes in traffc flows is thiough fraffic growih assumpfions. herefore fhe housing
irajeciory for the area has been reviewed and it has been agreed that 3000
households should be included in the bassline growth assumptions up fo 2024. The.




