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Children with a Social Worker - Update for Designated Safeguarding Leads


In addition to the Virtual School’s core duty to promote the education of Children We Care For, the Virtual School has a duty to promote the education of children with a social worker.

Who are children with a social worker?

The Department for Education (DfE) define the cohort as being children who have been assessed as being in need under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 and currently have a social worker (CWSW) and those who have ever had a social worker in the last 6 years (known as Ever6 CWSW). This includes all children subject to a Child in Need plan or a Child Protection plan aged from 0 up to 18 in all education settings, including children who have a social worker because of a disability but are not in care.

Why are Designated Safeguarding Leads well placed to promote the education of children with a social worker?

As part of your role as a Designated Safeguarding Lead, your additional responsibilities include providing advice and support to other staff on child welfare, safeguarding and child protection matters, taking part in strategy discussions and inter-agency meetings, and/or supporting other staff to do so, and to contributing to the assessment of children.  

It is important that you work closely with your school’s Designated Teacher for Children We Care For and Previously Cared For Children as children with a social worker often have many of the same needs and challenges as care-experienced children.  

Advice and guidance for Designated Safeguarding Leads on promoting the education of children with a social worker

Children with social workers have been identified as a group of children who face significant barriers to education as a result of experiences of adversity, most commonly abuse and neglect.  These are known as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs).  

Children with a social worker should have access to the following support in school:
· National Tutoring Programme (NTP)
· Summer Schools Programme  
· Recovery Premium

Regularly attending school, education or college is vital for children’s educational progress, their wellbeing, and their wider development.  Children and young people become more vulnerable when they are not in education every day – for some, not being in education will be a significant safeguarding risk.  Children of statutory school age should be in education for 25-hours a week.  If a child with a social worker is not in school, education settings have a duty to inform the social worker without delay.  Where a child or young person has not attended school for more than 15 days because of illness, it is the duty of the Local Authority to ensure access to education.  Refer to guidance on reintegration timetables or contact the County Attendance Team if you have any questions regarding this.

Disruptive behaviour or sudden changes in behaviour can be an indication of unmet needs or a change in another aspect of a young person’s life.  Relationship-based and restorative approaches are most effective for supporting children’s emotional regulation. The Virtual School promotes that schools adopt a trauma-informed relational approach to behaviour.  Refer to Restorative Practice webpage for more on Restorative Practice and to the Virtual School’s website for more on staff training opportunities.

Children with a social worker are more likely to experience social, emotional and mental health issues than their peers.  For example, they may struggle with executive functioning skills, forming trusting 



relationships, social skills, managing strong feelings (e.g. shame, sadness, anxiety and anger), sensory processing difficulties, foetal alcohol syndrome and coping with transitions and change.  

For these children and young people, we would encourage settings to make use of the strengths and difficulties questionnaire (see below) – the SDQ is an effective tool to help professionals identify emotional and behaviour concerns and devise/implement a needs-based intervention plan.  Tracking SDQ data is important as unmet SEMH needs are one of the key reasons for educational underachievement in children with a social worker. Many settings have a Senior Mental Health Lead who might be a good person to link up with regarding identifying additional sources of support.




Some children with a social worker may have a diagnosed or undiagnosed Special Education Need or Disability (SEND).  Education settings have a duty to assess children’s needs and use their best endeavours to meet the educational needs of children with SEND.  It is essential that you work closely with your school’s Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) and ensure, where necessary, that needs-based plans are in place/consistently followed.  For more information, visit the following webpages Special educational needs and disability: The local offer and Guidance and policies about SEN and disability.

What are my responsibilities as Designated Safeguarding Lead with the support of my colleagues?

· Champion the needs of children with a social worker and promote effective practice in meeting the needs of this group. 
· Promote aspiration and ensure this vulnerable group is carefully planned for, that reasonable adjustments are always put in place and that these children meet their potential.
· Attend relevant training - this can include other staff members from your school or setting (e.g. Designated Teacher).
· Raise the profile of this group of children across the school and ensure their progress and attainment are adequately tracked, that staff are aware of the types of barriers to success these children may face and are equipped to help them overcome them - the biggest barrier is non-attendance at school.
· Help leaders plan holistic support for children with a social worker across the school. Help leaders consider what systematic barriers may hold these children back, e.g. Are your school policies flexible and trauma-informed?  Do you offer a range of provision?  Do you adopt a restorative approach to managing behaviour?  Are there effective interventions in place to help these children meet/exceed age-related expectations?
· Report at least annually to the Governing Board (or equivalent) on the progress, attainment, attendance and exclusions for this group, on interventions in place and the impact it has made.

Where can I go for support and more information?

Do access the Virtual School for training and signposting to other organisations. The Virtual School has a strategic duty to make known the vulnerabilities of this cohort of children, promote their attendance in school and promote good practice that supports school in further narrowing the attainment gap.  

The Virtual School does not follow the attendance and progress information of individual children with a social worker in the same way that we do for Children We Care For but may look at general trends in the school regarding progress, attainment and suspensions/exclusions data for this particular group. 

For more information and sources of support, visit: 
Children with a social worker | Oxfordshire County Council
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SDQ

				For each item, please select whether the statement is Not True, Somewhat True or Certainly True. Please answer all questions as best you can even if you are not absolutely certain or the question seems daft! Please give your answers based on the basis of the child's behaviour over the last six months of this school year.																						Overall, do you think that this child has difficulties in one or more of the following areas: 
emotions, concentration, behaviour or being able to get on with other people?																								The 25 items in the SDQ comprise 5 scales of 5 items each. 'Somewhat True' is always scored as 1 but the scoring of 'Not True' and 'Certainly True' varies with the item. Each of the 5 scales score can range from 0 - 10 if all the items were completed.																						Total difficulties score: This is generated by summing scores from all the scales except the prosocial scale. The resultant score ranges from 0 to 40, and cannot be counted if one of the 4 component scores is missing.																						Cut-points for SDQ scores

				Name of Teacher that completed Pages 1 and 2:																						Please select																																														Emotional Problems Scale						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs												Table 3: Categorising SDQ scores for 4-17 year olds

				Child's Name:		 																																												The below scoring grid scores on the SDQ for 4-17 year olds.																						Conduct problems scale						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs														Close to average		Slightly raised (Slightly lowered)		High (Low)		Very high (Very low)

				Date of Birth: 																																																																				Hyperactivity scale						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs

				Date of SDQ completion: 																						Only complete the following questions If you have answered "YES" above:																																														Peer problems scale						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs												Teacher completed SDQ

																										How long have these difficulties been present?																								Emotional Problems Scale												NOT True		Somewhat True		Certainly True		TOTAL				Total difficulties score						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs												Total difficulties score		0-11		12-15		16-18		19-40

		1		Considerate of other people's feelings												Please select										Please select																								Item 3		Often complains of headaches										0		0		0		Answer All Qs																										Emotional problems score		0-3		4		5		6-10

		2		Restless, overactive, cannot stay still for long												Please select										 																								Item 8		Many worries…										0		0		0																												Conduct problems score		0-2		3		4		5-10

		3		Often complains of headaches, stomach-aches or sickness												Please select										Do the difficulties upset or distress the child?																								Item 13		Often unhappy, downhearted…										0		0		0						Prosocial Score						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs												Hyperactivity score		0-5		6-7		8		9-10

		4		Shares readily with other children (treats, toys, pencils etc…)												Please select										Please select																								Item 16		Nervous or clingy in new situations										0		0		0																												Peer problems score		0-2		3-4		5		6-10

		5		Often has temper tantrums or hot tempers												Please select																																		Item 24		Many fears, easily scared										0		0		0																												Prosocial score		6-10		5		4		0-3

		6		Rather solitary, tends to play alone												Please select																																		Conduct problems scale																						Impact Score						Answer All Qs				Answer All Qs												Impact score		0		1		2		3-6

		7		Generally obedient, usually does what adults request												Please select										Do the difficulties interfere with the child's everyday life in the following areas?																								Item 5		Often has temper tantrums										0		0		0		Answer All Qs				


		8		Many worries, often seems worried												Please select										PEER RELATIONSHIPS																								Item 7		Generally obedient										0		0		0						What the scores mean
• Emotional problems relate to levels of anxiety and depression. (The higher the score the more emotional a child is)
• Peer problems refer to how well the child gets on with friends and other children. (The higher the score the more problems the child will be having)
• Conduct problems refer to behavioural problems such as fighting, stealing, lying and cheating. (The higher the score the more behavioural problems a child is seen to have)
• Hyperactivity, as the name suggests, relates to levels of physical hyperactivity, concentration and inattention. (The higher the score the more hyperactive a child is)
• A total difficulties score tells us the overall level of problems a child has. ( The higher the score the higher the level of problems the child will be demonstrating)
• Pro-social behaviour is concerned with how kind and considerate a child is to those around them. (The higher the score the more considerate the child is)
• Impact score refers to the level at which difficulties in more than one area upsets or distresses the child and/or interferes with peer relationships and/or  classroom learning. (The higher the score the greater the negative impact).
																						Externalising' and 'internalising' the scores: The externalising scores range from 0 to 20 and is the sum of the conduct and hyperactivity scales. The internalising score ranges from 0 to 20 and is the sum of the emotional and peer problems scales. Using these two almalgamated scales may be prefferable to using the four separate scales in the community samples, whereas using the four separate scales may add value in high-risk samples (see Goodman a& Goodman. 2009 Strengths and difficulties questionnaire as a dimensional measure of child mental health. J Am Acad Child Adolesc Psychiartry 48(4), 400-403).

		9		Helpful if someone is hurt, upset or feeling ill												Please select										Please select																								Item 12		Often fights with other children										0		0		0

		10		Constantly fidgeting or squirming												Please select																																		Item 18		Often lies or cheats										0		0		0

		11		Has at least one good friend												Please select										CLASSROOM LEARNING																								Item 22		Steals from home school or elsewhere										0		0		0

		12		Often fights with other children or bullies them												Please select										Please select																								Hyperactivity scale																																												Generating impact scores

		13		Often unhappy, down hearted or tearful												Please select																																		Item 2		Restless, overactive										0		0		0		Answer All Qs																										When using a version of the SDQ that includes an 'impact supplement', the items on overall distress and impairment can be summed to generate an impact socre that ranges from 0 to 10 for parent and self report and from 0 to 6 for teacher report.

		14		Generally liked by other children												Please select																																		Item 10		Constantly fidgeting or squirming										0		0		0

		15		Easilly distracted, concentration wanders												Please select										Do the difficulties put a burden on you or the class as a whole?																								Item 15		Easily distracted, concentration wanders										0		0		0

		16		Nervous or clingy in new situations, easily loses confidence												Please select										Please select																								Item 21		Thinks things out before acting										0		0		0

		17		Kind to younger children												Please select																																		Item 25		Sees tasks through to the end…										0		0		0																												Scoring the SDQ impact supplement

		18		Often lies or cheats												Please select																																		Peer problems scale																																																Not at all		Only a little		Quite a lot		A great deal

		19		Picked on or bullied by other children												Please select																																		Item 6		Rather solitary, tends to play alsone										0		0		0		Answer All Qs

		20		Often volunteers to help others (parents, teachers, other children)												Please select																																		Item 11		Has at  least one good friend										0		0		0																												Teacher report:

		21		Thinks things out before acting												Please select																																		Item 14		Generally liked by other children										0		0		0																												Difficulties upset or distress child				0		0		1		2

		22		Steals from home, school or elsewhere												Please select																																		Item 19		Picked on or bullied by other children										0		0		0																												Interfere with PEER RELATIONS				0		0		1		2

		23		Gets on better with adults than with other children												Please select																																		Item 23		Gets on better with adults than children										0		0		0																												Interfere with CLASSROOM LEARNING				0		0		1		2

		24		Many fears, easily scared												Please select																																		Prosocial Scale

		25		Sees tasks through to the end, good attention span												Please select																																		Item 1		Considerate of other people's feelings										0		0		0		Answer All Qs				Note that this only provides a rough-and-ready way of screening for disorders; combining information from SDQ sympton and impact scores from multiple informants is better but still far from perfect.																						Responses to the questions on chronicity and burden to others are not included in the impact score. When respondents have answered 'no' to the first question on the impact supplement (i.e. when they do not perceive themselves as having any emotional or behavioural difficulties), they are not asked to complete the questions on resultant distress or impairment; the impact score is automatically scored zero in these circumstances.

																																																		Item 4		Shares readily with other children…										0		0		0

				Do you have any other comments or concerns?																																														Item 9		Helpful if someone is hurt…										0		0		0

																																																		Item 17		Kind to younger children										0		0		0

																																																		Item 20		Often volunteers to help others…										0		0		0





















Strengths & Difficulties Questionnaire (Teacher's Copy)
	




Calcs

		No		Emotional Problems Scale				Impact		Quite a lot		A great deal		Total

		Yes		Please select				Do the difficulties upset or distress the child?		0		0		Answer All Qs

				Please select				PEER RELATIONSHIPS		0		0

				Please select				CLASSROOM LEARNING		0		0

				Please select

				Please select

								Please select

								Please select

				Conduct problems scale				Please select

				Please select				Please select

				Please select				Please select

				Please select				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Hyperactivity scale

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Peer problems scale

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Prosocial Scale

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select

				Please select






image2.jpeg
***

* *

OXFORDSHIRE

VIRTUAL SCHOOL
Looking After Learning




image3.png
2 OXFORDSHIRE

) COUNTY COUNCIL




